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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 


December 11, 2001. The time is 11:13 a.m. I 

am Chief Robert Burns, Safety Battalion of 

the New York City Fire Department. I am 

conducting an interview with Firefighter 

Francis Nash, Engine 260, Firefighter First 

Grade, and this is in regard to the events of 

September 11, 2001. 

Q. If you could, in your own words, Frank, 
would you tell us what happened on that day. 

A. We were responding, Engine 260, to the 
World Trade Center, going through the Midtown 
Tunnel. We were heading south on the West Side 
Highway where we parked our rig and we proceeded to 
walk down West Side Highway to the World Trade 
Center. The number 2 World Trade Center was already 
collapsed as we were responding and as we were 
walking to the World Trade Center number 1, we were 
approximately 100 yards away when the building 
number 2 collapsed. 

At that time, we ran for safe cover. And 
that's the story. 

Q. You said you were 100 feet away. Do you 


know -- 
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A. I mean yards. 
Q. 100 yards. Do you know what direction you 
were in? 
A. We were north of the tower, by Barclay 


Street. Between Barclay and Vesey. Maybe a little 
more than 100 yards between there. Barclay and 
Vesey Street. 

Q. When the second tower came down, did you 
see anyone? Did you see any units? 

A. I saw people jumping out of the building. 
I didn't see any units. I saw, you know, when the 
building came down I was with other companies from 
the 45 Battalion and we were all retreating at the 
same time, and we got caught in the huge dust cloud 
for a few minutes, and then we went back to go look 
for companies until another chief told us to go 
back. 

When we went looking for companies, we saw some 
damaged rigs. I can't tell you which companies they 
were. Then we were ordered by a chief to leave the 
area. 

Q. You said you were there prior to the 
collapse. Did you hear any transmissions on 


someone's handy-talkie or any radios just prior to 
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the collapse? 


A. No. I didn't have a department radio. 
BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay. Thanks, 
Frank. That concludes our interview. It's 


11:16 a.m. 


